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PRESS RELEASE 

LONDON, 27 NOVEMBER 2008
IELTS EXAMINATIONS TO CERTIFY STONG ENGLISH LANGUAGE STANDARDS AMONG SKILLED WORKERS MIGRATING TO THE UK
As of today, IELTS (the International English Language Testing System) can be used by skilled workers – such as teachers and engineers – coming to work in the UK as proof of English language ability.   
Following changes in immigration laws, the UK Border Agency – responsible for securing borders and controlling migration in the UK – has introduced a five tier points-based system (PBS) for migrant workers, to enable the UK to control migration more effectively, tackle abuse and identify the most talented workers. Tier 2 of the PBS – which comes in to effect on 27 November 2008 – enables UK employers to recruit skilled workers from outside the European Economic Area (EEA) for particular jobs that cannot be filled by a British or EEA national. Skilled migrant workers who fall into Tier 2 of the PBS will in most cases have to provide evidence that they have an appropriate command of the English language and IELTS is one of the approved English language tests.  
Carl Rhymer, Head IELTS at The British Council welcomed this news: 

“We are very pleased that the Border Agency has recognised IELTS for immigration purposes. It is the leading English language test in the world and is taken by over a million people every year. The expert development and research that goes into the test means it is an accurate way of measuring a person’s ability to communicate in international English.”   

IELTS is the leading and most widely accepted international English language test in the world for higher education and migration taken by over a million people a year and accepted by over 6,000 organisations worldwide. It is jointly managed by University of Cambridge ESOL, the British Council and IDP: IELTS Australia.  IELTS will be used by the UK border agency to test the English language ability of people classified as ‘Tier 1’ highly skilled migrants, such as lawyers and investors, along with skilled migrants classified as ‘Tier 2’, such as teachers and engineers. IELTS is also used for immigration purposes by the governments of Australia, Canada and New Zealand and is approved by the US Department of Health and Human Services and US Department of Education for the CGFNS/ICHP VisaScreen® Program for foreign nurses and other healthcare professionals. It is the principle English language test used by medical regulatory bodies in the UK including the Nursing and Midwifery Council and the General Medical Council. 
Ends

For further information please contact:

Rachel Ringsetad, Porter Novelli

T: 
020 7853 2289
E: 
Rachel.ringstead@porternovelli.co.uk

Notes to editors
IELTS is jointly managed by British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia and University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations giving it truly international scope and enabling English language learners from around the globe to further their education.
For more information on more than 6,000 institutions around the world that recognise IELTS, visit the Global Recognition System at www.ielts.org.

About IELTS

IELTS is the International English Language Testing System, the world’s proven English language test. More than 6,000 organisations recognise IELTS as secure, valid and reliable indicator of true to life ability to communicate in English for education, immigration and professional accreditation. IELTS is jointly managed by British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia and the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (Cambridge ESOL) through more than 500 locations in 121 countries, with the greatest number of tests taken in China, India, Australia, UK and Pakistan. 
University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (Cambridge ESOL) is the world's leading provider of exams for learners of English. Each year the exams are taken by over two million people, in 135 countries.

British Council connects people worldwide with the learning opportunities and creative ideas from the UK and builds lasting relationships between the UK and other countries. British Council is the UK's international organisation for educational opportunity and cultural relations and is represented in 109 countries worldwide. 

IDP: IELTS Australia is the IELTS testing subsidiary of IDP, Australia's leading international education business. IDP undertakes a broad range of activities from international student recruitment and education research to development project management and English language teaching and testing.

About the test

Candidates are tested in listening, reading, writing and speaking. After completion they receive an IELTS test report form. 

There is a choice between Academic and General Training in the reading and writing modules. The Academic reading and writing modules assess whether a candidate is ready to study or train in English at an undergraduate or postgraduate level. Admission to undergraduate and postgraduate courses is based on the results of these modules.

The General Training reading and writing modules are not designed to test the full range of formal language skills required for academic purposes, but emphasise the skills needed in a broad social and educational context. General Training is suitable for candidates who are going to English speaking countries to complete their secondary education, to undertake work experience or training programmes not at degree level, or for immigration purposes to Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United Kingdom.
All tests are scored on a banded system from 1 (the lowest) through to 9 (the highest possible score). 

A sample of Government and professional associations who recognise or require applicants to hold an IELTS test report form include:

· Australian Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC)

·  Australian and General Medical Council

· Citizenship and Immigration Canada 

· Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools and National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN), USA

· International Monetary Fund

· Maersk

· New Zealand Immigration Service 

· Shell 

· UK Home Office – Border agency
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